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" Politics are and must be philosophy, and the statesman
must be a philosopher as well" (p. 206).

Thus in his own words he assigned to philosophy a central
place in his political actions.

Philosophy has always constituted the sound foundation of
his politics. What Benes once said of Masaxyk is true of
himself:

" Masaryk was a philosopher, intent on understanding the
world with a view to being able to apply in practice the
principles of the knowledge acquired. His philosophy origin-
ated not only from the interest he took in the realities of life,
in science and thought, but first of all from his endeavour to
beware from errors in his public, social and political activities."
(Sociologist, Moralist and Practical Politician-Social Review,
VII.)

One can, therefore, safely say: " The actions of Benes, the
statesman, have always been based on the general outlook of
Benes, the philosopher."

To-day Dr. Benes is again one of the men who are prepar-
ing the organization of the new post-war order to be set up in
the world. During the First World War he was one of the
founders of the Czechoslovak State. To-day, during the
Second World .War, he is again the builder of his country's
independence. In the inter-war period he was for many years
Foreign Minister and then President of the Czechoslovak
Republic. Fate willed that he should be the first to be made
to suffer the heavy blow administered to the world by
Hitlerite Germany. Owing to his philosophical training, BeneS
became one of the first to realize the true nature of the dis-
astrous policy conducted by Nazi Germany.

In order to be able to form a proper judgment on BeneS's
policy, one must try to get a proper idea of his philosophy.

The author of the present essay regards it as his task to
expound that philosophy that has been guiding Dr. BeneS in
all his political actions.